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WE MOURN WITH

The friends and family of former pastor Conrad Braaten, who died on December 13 in Arizona.

The friends and family of Doug Elizalde, who died in December.  A graveside service was held January 2.  Doug is the son of Lorraine Hockett and the sister of Ann Cavalli. 

Chris Morrisset and the Copeland family on the death of Chris’ mother Margaret Copeland on December 27

We keep in our prayers:  Harry Kreitzer, Paul Griffith, Larry Hammett, Rudy Geyling, Jeanne Wilson, Jean Wallis, Jean Appel.

HOW DO YOU SAY “THANK YOU”?

How do you say “thank you” when there are not enough words to express the deep feeling of gratitude for the blessings Trinity has received in the overwhelming response to our year end challenge gift?

As of this writing, we have received $29,470 and we still have two days before the challenge ends on December 31. This amount represents the gifts of dozens of our members.  Your response has been so impressive and heartwarming that our “angel” donors have released the entire $100,000 to Trinity!  All of your gifts will be matched and directed to the areas you specified.  May God shower his blessings on you as you have on us.  We wish you peace and happiness in the New Year.

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
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John & Anita Peca                                     7            Dennis & Betty Lewis               29

Rich & Andrea Lashua                             14           Rami & Cindy Courtney            30

Truls & Kathy Person                               16           John & Chris Morrisset             31

Mark & Trudy Allen                                 19         

Please call the office with any corrections or additions to this list.

FEBRAURY ANNIVERSARIES
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Kathy & Bob Dolin                                 5               Jim & Dee Field                          21

Rolf & Stephanie Bennett                      20              Al & Dolores Hartnett                 28

Please call the office with any corrections or additions to this list.

SERVING IN WORSHIP IN JANUARY

ALTAR GUILD:  Helen Rydell & Nancy Sittig

READERS                 8:00 AM                                            10:30AM          

First Sunday            Hans & Stephanie Steenstrup                Mark & Diana D’Evelyn                         

Second Sunday        Mike Bailey                                           Ruth Bloch

Third Sunday           Tom Brooks                                           Bob & Lynn Burtness

Fourth Sunday         John Rydell                                            Jane Maddalon

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS    

                                 8:00 AM                                              10:30 AM

First Sunday             Kim Bish                                             Barbara Griffith

Second Sunday        Kim Bish                                             Jane Maddalon                                                                     

Third Sunday           Kim Bish                                                                                                                                  
Fourth Sunday         Kim Bish                                                             

GUEST TABLE    

                               8:00 AM                                                10:30 AM
First Sunday         Larry & Astie Hammett                          Marty Appel

Second Sunday                                                                     Ron & Dale Oftebro  

Third Sunday                                                                        Ruthe Anderson

Fourth Sunday      Kathy Raschka                                        Nan Burns & Greg Dahlen

THANK YOU!  

The members of Trinity’s staff wish to thank the members of the congregation for the special, generous gift given us by the congregation at Christmas.  Thank you, as well, for your individual Christmas cards and greetings.  We are grateful for the opportunity God has given us to share faith and ministry with you.    

FELLOWSHIP HALL FACILITOR WANTED FOR PAID POSITION!

Do you enjoy working with people?  Are you organized, efficient, and reliable?  Have experience in planning projects or events?  Then Trinity Lutheran wants to talk to you!

The facility use committee has been developing a plan for the usage of our Fellowship Hall for weddings, receptions and other events.  The church council voted recently to allow beer, wine and champagne to be served at these affairs.  This makes it quite likely that our premises would be much more desirable for receptions and celebrations.  Therefore a person(s) is needed to be a liaison between the renters and the church.  The committee decided that this would be a burden to our regular staff so this new position was created.  

This position would vary in hours monthly depending on the rental of the hall.  This facilitator would be responsible for showing the property, booking it, and getting a contract signed along with a deposit.  He or she would be available to answer questions and in general make sure the renters are familiar with all of the rules that are set by the committee or church council.  

Other paid positions available for these rentals would be monitors.  The monitors would be in attendance for each event to make sure everything runs smoothly and that the 10 PM closing time is adhered to.  This facilitator could be the monitor, at an additional salary, or others could be hired.  Ideally the facilitator would have a back-up and a list of people wanting to be paid monitors.  

It is the intent to pay $150-$200 per event for the facilitator.  The monitors would earn $20/he with a minimum of $100 for each event.  These jobs would be a great way for a couple, mother/daughter, etc. to make a little extra money.  We must emphasize that this is not a salaried, hourly job, but rather like a commission for each booking.  Some months, particularly in the summer when there are apt to be more weddings, might be quite busy and other months might have nothing scheduled.

If you are interested in either the facilitator position or monitor position, please contact Cindie at the church office to arrange for an interview.  Thank you!

John Santrizos, Paul Perez and Trudy Allen

Council members and Facility Use Committee
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“Thank you to all who say ‘yes, I’ll be glad to read scripture on that Sunday’ when I call in an evening, or interrupt your conversations on the patio on Sunday mornings.  I could use some more volunteers for the 10:30 service, as well as communion servers on a regular Sunday basis.  So, if you like to read and would be willing to serve in this way, I would appreciate a call from you.

Thank you, and God bless you.

Jane Maddalon (967-6859)

November Finances

November income:      $40,317.41           YTD income:    $172,571.45

November expenses:   $43,988.61           YTD expenses:  $211,249.30

Net loss:                       $3,671.20             Net loss:             $39,677.85              
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Thank you to June Brusse for coordinating Transition House’s dinner on December 15 and all those who donated food, time and money.   62 clients plus volunteers and staff dined on Tamale Pie, corn chips, salad and ice cream sandwiches.  Food was donated by Burt Langlo, Mary Gregersen, Ellen Ahlers, Dorothy Burkhart, Cindie Trieger, Jane Maddalon, Nan Burns, Marlene Reimer and Judi Brooks.   Laurie Richardson and Henry Sarria helped with set-up and serving.  As usual, we also prepared lunches for the next day.

Please consider volunteering to coordinate a dinner one month in 2009.  If you have questions about what it entails, Nancy Sittig or Dorothy Burkhart will be happy to explain the process to you.

Salvation Army Family “Adoption” 
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Thank you to all who donated toys and money to this outreach.  With your help we were able to buy gifts for three families (14 children in all, ranging in age from 2 years to 15 years.)  Even though we didn’t have a lot of time to shop, everyone got their toys in on time and we also collected $550.00 for gift cards to Ross, Sears and Vons.  Although we won’t get to see the families receive their gifts, I can image that they will be delighted.  

Thank you also to Joanne Tveidt for putting together the stocking ornaments.  It was a treat for me to be able to coordinate this and I look forward to doing it again next year.

Cindie Trieger, Salvation Army Family Coordinator

************************************************************************

Responding to God’s Blessings

Time – when God gives us life we don’t know how much time we have to use that life. But whatever time we have is a Gift from God and he entrusts us to use it wisely. Time is a priceless period of opportunity which we can either use to pursue significant goals or squander on less noble pursuits. 

In responding to the blessing of time, we may use this gift to serve others and fulfill God’s mission.  Trinity is blessed with so many members who freely give of their time. Our ministries, our administration, and our service to the community would not be effective without hours freely donated by so many. 

As this New Year begins and you once again examine your life’s purpose and direction, consider how God is calling you to respond to his presence in your life. If it is with your time, please let one of our staff members, ministry team members or council members know how you would like to use a portion of you time to enhance Trinity’s Mission.

Bob Huhn 

January Notes in Youth and Family Ministries

Well, Christmas time is upon us, and by the time you read this, most of the holiday madness will be dying down and we’ll be looking more at our waistlines than anything else. 

Ever wonder why New Year’s resolutions take place during the darkest time of year, when many are least inspired to commit to much of anything? Certainly the turning of the calendar is cause for reflection about starting over and giving some new priorities another shot this year. 

But maybe, just maybe, a whole year is too big for many of us. 

I find it no strange coincidence that in baptism we talk about the idea of being baptized daily; that is, dying to sin and rising to new life over and over again. Why? Because we need it. I don’t have to look too far back this afternoon to see a spot where I wished I’d said or done something different. That’s precisely where God’s grace comes in, and why it’s so central to our faith. Grace doesn’t erase consequences; if we make mistakes, God allows us to live with them more often than not. However, grace is far more than that; in that it allows us to live again. 

So rather than making an annual commitment at the turn of the year, what about making a daily commitment at the turn of each morning? 

Could it be that these resolutions are made in the dead of winter precisely because it’s cold, dark, and maybe even a bit lonely? Isn’t that where all true journeys of faith truly begin? When people take seemingly blind risks, try something new, push for what they think is the right, painful-yet-necessary thing to do, only to find God (and a community of saints) not only waiting on the other side, but with them every step of the way?

Be brave; we love to talk about sinning boldly, yet I urge you to be even more bold in seeking God’s reflection in all you see, think, and do. Many Lutherans cringe at people who urge to “decide for Christ.” Be that as it may, RESOLVE to serve him…not just this year, or this month, but TODAY. 

“But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called ‘Today,’ so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” Hebrews 3:13

Shalom, 

Rich Lashua 

Director of Youth and Family Ministries 

I recently started singing with The Quire of Voyces, a Santa Barbara-based a cappella chorus specializing in music of Renaissance and modern composers.  All singers are asked to contribute biographical information to the program notes and Pastor Truls suggested to me that what I wrote for the recent Christmas concert should appear here in the Tidings as well.  So here it is, in the form of the questions asked of all thirty singers in The Quire of Voyces - why I do what I do.

1. How has choral singing impacted your life?
Over a number of years it has exposed a calling I feel to lead music in worship. Ultimately it led me at the age of fifty to take leave from my engineering career (or senses, some have implied) and earn a graduate degree in choral conducting.  This led to my current employment as director of music at Trinity Lutheran Church, a Christian vocation I dearly love.

2. What inspired you to begin singing?
Timeless texts, both sacred and secular, given meaning and life beyond the words themselves by the creative settings of inspired composers.  The sheer joy of contributing my modest voice to a chord made with other human beings, creating a whole greater than the sum of its parts.

3. Do you have any tips for aspiring choral singers?
Sing in a church choir - it's excellent experience and choir folk are some of the nicest people you will ever meet.  The potlucks alone are worth it!  Take voice lessons - no matter how pretty a voice or good an ear you have, a good teacher can always help you produce better sounds with less effort.

4. Do you play other instruments besides singing?
Piano, organ, harpsichord, recorder, or any convenient resonant object.

5. What is your educational background?
1977 ~ Bachelor of Music degree in harpsichord performance, University of California, Santa Barbara
2007 ~ Master of Sacred Music degree in choral conducting, Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN



6. When you're not touring, recording or performing, what are you doing?
Loving my family - my wife Karen, daughters Holly and Laura and their significant others.  Planning, rehearsing, arranging, composing, and presenting music for worship at Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Santa Barbara.
Writing automotive diagnostic software for Vetronix Corporation, Santa Barbara.

7. What are your hobbies?
It seems at this time that choral music has become both my main hobby and my vocation.  In the past I have enjoyed making harpsichords, owning classic cars, gardening, barbershop quartetting, playing ragtime, attempting to explain just intonation to the unjustified, and scratching kittens behind the ear.

Philip Wilson
Music Director
Southern California Wildfire Appeal and Update
     

     Do you know that nearly 20 Lutheran and hundreds of other families lost their homes in the recent fires? Do you know that Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) relies solely on donations from individuals and congregations to provide the resources needed to respond to domestic disasters? With the increase in national disasters and the current economic crisis, contributions are urgently needed. By making a donation to LDR directly, or through the Southwest California Synod, you help disaster survivors rebuild their lives. Designating your gift to Southern California Fires ensures that 100% of the amount remains in this region. Donations may be made at www.ldr.org/donate or sent to Lutheran Disaster Response, P.O. Box 71764, Chicago, IL 60694-1764. You may also donate by phone at (800) 638-3522.
 

     LDR works through affiliated agencies to respond to disasters. Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest (LSS-SW) is the affiliated agency in Southern California. LDR affiliates work closely with other disaster response agencies to meet the needs of survivors while reducing duplication of services and maximizing resources. Long Term Recovery Committees are being formed in Los Angeles, Orange and Santa Barbara Counties to begin the work of rebuilding lives.  Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is a collaborative ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA.org) and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS.org). 

Book of Faith 2009 is here!
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Open Scripture.Join the Conversation.




ON JANUARY 4TH THE FIRST SALT BOOK OF FAITH STUDY BEGINS!  During the Adult Education Hour on January 4th, 11th and 18th, the pastors of Christ, Grace and Trinity will each lead one section of the series Rediscovering the Book of Faith. Rediscovering the Book of Faith explores how the Bible came to be our Book of Faith, with sessions on the Old Testament, the New Testament, and translations of the Bible. This foundation course will help us discover where the Bible came from, better understand how it was put together, and examine the contributions     the Reformation made toward scriptural literacy. 

If you haven’t already, please SIGN the Book of Faith poster that is rotating between Christ, Grace and Trinity churches to show your desire to join the conversation through participating in one or all of the Book of Faith offerings.

SAVE THE DATE:  SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7th 

Come learn with Dr. Diane Jacobson, Professor of Old Testament at Luther Seminary and Director of the Book of Faith Initiative for the ELCA. This day-long event will provide us with a “toolkit” for understanding and studying the Bible.  We will explore and exercise our new tools in February and March in small-group Bible studies.

The offering envelopes for 2009 have arrived.  They are on the table in the narthex for you to pick up after worship.  If you need yours mailed to you, please contact the church office.  Thank you.

Pastor Truls and Kathy Person’s new mailing address:

3995 Primavera Rd

Santa Barbara, CA. 93110

845-5878

Please put this in your files

Helping Westmont Fire Victims
January is the month we can all help Westmont music students who lost their dorm rooms in the November Tea Fire!  Thrivent Financial has agreed to match the funds we raise up to $1,800, so we have the potential to provide $3,600, or more, to help replace lost music, concert attire, clothing, and personal effects lost by members of the Westmont Orchestra and Choirs this past November.  Twelve of Westmont’s student musicians lost all of their belongings, and several had no insurance coverage to replace what was lost. 

 
Locally, four Lutheran Churches – Christ, Grace, Shepherd of the Valley, and Trinity Evangelical - join together in this Fund Raiser.  Church members and friends should make checks payable to their own above listed church with “Westmont Wildfire Relief Fund” on the memo line.  Please make contributions by Sunday, January 25, 2009 in order to qualify for the Thrivent Financial matching funds.

 

The music students of Seattle Pacific University and Doane College in Nebraska are also joining in this effort. 

 

Contributions of any amount are most welcome!  We thank you for caring and for your prayers!   

 
************************************************************************

A New Creation:  You!

A Support Group for Personal Wellness

Mondays  3 - 4:30pm starting January 5, 2009   

Christ Lutheran Church, Goleta
A spiritually grounded support group focusing on 

health, nutrition, weight management, exchanging bad habits with good habits, relationships, affirmations, physical movement and more. 

 Each week will offer a prepared topic with a presenter.  Cost will be minimal to cover materials and occasional guest speakers.

Lutheran Women Quilt Makers at Good Shepherd

Many thanks to all of you who have donated sheets, blankets, mattress pads, left-over material from projects, yarn & crochet thread to the cause.  Thanks to Shirley Landru for sewing quilt tops, Ruth Gilde for crocheting baby blankets and Lorraine Kolich for coming to tie knots with me on the 2nd Friday of the month.  This year there were 79 large quilts and 118 baby quilts distributed to:

· Assistance League

· Bethel House

· Santa Barbara Foster Homes

· Hispanic Mission – Oxnard

· Transition House

· Life Network

· Womens Mission Project

· Trans-Lutheran Aid for Homeless

· Project Linus

One of the women of Bethel House wrote a touching poem about her struggles there to overcome and at the joy of victory and graduation – the gift of the quilt.

“My heartfelt thanks for your prayers, calls, cards and concern following my fall and subsequent injuries.  Food provided by members and Food From the Heart was especially appreciated.  I am thankful to be well on the road to recovery now.”

Blessings,

Karen Anderson

 “Dear All at Trinity Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for the thoughtful and wonderful gift.  I truly do not feel deserving – as you are the ones that give me and my family so much – but it makes me love you (and the gift) even more!

Thank you for always making us feel at home.”

Ann-Margrethe Steenstrup

FROM OUR PASTOR

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews?  

(Matthew 2:1-2a)

It’s interesting to notice who is drawn to Jesus.  Among the first in history to go out of their way to see Jesus were wise men, astrologers actually.  They were curious people who were interested in mysteries.  They were seekers after truth who wanted to know if there might be a plan for life that would help unlock the mystery and uncertainty of life.  They were moved to seek the infant!  

As Jesus’ life unfolds, so does the secret of life in general.  Jesus speaks and remakes lives!  Jesus touches people and they are healed.  

When it comes to the Way, the Truth, and the Life, God did not send a pre-packaged kit, with complete instructions for general life application—all questions answered.  On the contrary, God sent a human being, Jesus, to relate to other human beings.  And Jesus continues to invite human beings—he continues to invite you and me to ponder the wonders and mysteries of life.

Jesus invites you and me to ponder and seek—along with others!  Like the wise men who journeyed together, we don’t need to be alone in our seeking.  The Holy Spirit has called together communities of faith like ours—a tremendous gift!  God has given us other interested, curious seekers after truth to relate to!     

Further, we have the gift of the scriptures, gathered together in our Bible.  This record of faith and witness, written over thousands of years, has the potential to immeasurably enrich our present day pondering, conversing, praying, and witnessing.        

Do you ever wonder about life’s meaning?  Do you ever long to see the heart of everything revealed?  Have you ever considered the possibility that one could find truth—and that life could then have, even more, the character of wide open adventure?  Then the Church’s word to you—God’s Word to you is “follow the infant!”  Follow him as he grows, as he teaches, as he brings forgiveness and healing, as he battles the enemies of life and health, as he dies and lives for the world.  

Welcome to the Church-year season of Epiphany! I encourage you to observe this season of the appearance and revelation of our Lord Jesus by joining the Book of Faith conversation (at 9:15 a.m., Sundays, January 4, 11, and 18.  See the Book of Faith article in this newsletter for further information.)  What God’s Son has to show you could change your life.

Pastor Truls




Salt Women’s Coffee


“Salty Women Veg-Out”
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Saturday January 10th, 2009


9:30-11:30AM


Trinity Lutheran Fellowship Hall


All Women Welcome





Come join us for Bible Study with a different “twist”,


fellowship with ladies from Grace and Christ


 and a light brunch.





Kick off the New Year by “vegging-out” 


with your friends at Trinity.


Women of all ages will enjoy this event.


Save the date and sign up at the Welcome Center.


$5.00 per person donation requested.







































